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on these raids; has been praised for his skill in single-
handed fight, unaided by an army.   It "was mostly at the
dead of night that thieves crept into a village and lifted
the cattle.   As&oon as the theft was known, the headman
of the village would call together all the young heroes and
offer them an opportunity to show their mettle. Any one of
them, who accepted the offer, was either to return with
the cattle or be killed in the battle. Most often the practice
was to place vilya i.e. betel pan in a tray and ask the hero
to take it, in order to signify his readiness to offer his
services in the cause of the village1.    This practice might
have also prevailed m bigger battles where the general
used to choose a hero in this way when he feared he was
losing ground on the battle-field.     Reference may be made
to some of the heroes, who died fighting in cattle raids,
like Cattanayaka, *   Gattayya,s   Ketamalla, *   Cinnayya5
and Desunayaka.G Very vivid descriptions of their deeds
are given in the poetical portion of these   inscriptions.
For instance, we are told that   "Pattasahani Ciwa, on
learning the news that the Bedas of Madanabag stormed
the village and ran away with lifted cattle, was all wiath
like the God of death'and pursued them quickly.   Over-
taking the army of the Bedas, he battered them to death,
gave a feast, of the foe to the vultures and got back the
cattle".T   The vigour of the heroic style used therein, it i$
hardly possible to bring out in translation.   In some cases.
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